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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-7 and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shira (20010050764). 

Referring to claims 1 and 4, Shira shows a device for measuring the 
distance to far-off and close objects by which laser beams modulated and 
emitted by the device are reflecting including a common objective for emitting the 
laser beams and for collecting rays (figure 1 ), a means for selecting rays of a 
cohesive cross sectional region (figure 8A-8C), a receiver for converting selected 
rays into a single electric signal (paragraph 86), wherein the means are formed in 
such a way that the at least one second section has at least the dimension of the 
first section (figure 8A-8C). 

Referring to claim 2, Shira shows measuring the distance to an object 
which reflects with orientation wherein the emitted laser beams are in the form of 
a decollimated bundle of rays (figure 1). 

Referring to claim 3, Shira shows the means are formed in such a way 
that the selected cross sectional region has at least two second sections (figure 
8A-8C). 
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Referring to claim 5, Shira shows the means are formed in such a way 
that the second section has a larger dimension than the first section (figure 8A- 
8C). 

Referring to claim 6, Shira shows the means are formed in such a way 
that the selected cross sectional region tapers starting from the second section 
toward the first section (figure 8A-8C). 

Referring to claim 7, Shira shows a device for measuring an object which 
reflects with orientation and to an object which reflects with scattering wherein for 
measurement to the object which reflects with scattering the emitted laser beam 
are in the form of a collimated bundle of rays (figure 1 ). 

Referring to claim 12, Shira shows the means for selection are in the form 
of a reflective, refractive of diffractive optical element (figure 8A-8C). 

Referring to claim 13, Shira shows a means for selection are in the form 
of a detector having an elongated active detection area (figure 8A-8C). 

Referring to claim 14, Shira shows the means for selection are arranged 
in the vicinity of the focal plane of the objective for collecting rays (figure 1 ). 

Referring to claim 15, Shira shows an eyepiece is provided, the eyepiece 
and the objective forming a telescope for sighting objects (figure 1 Ref 14). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
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said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shira (20010050764). 

Referring to claims 18 and 19 it would be obvious to have the optical 
element in the form of a cylindrical lens, free form lens or a metalized light 
collecting funnel arranged before an entry area of a multimode optical fiber 
because this is well known and adds no new or unexpected results. 

Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shira (20010050764) in view of Huttmann (5116124). 

Referring to claim 9, Shira shows a device for measuring the distance to 
far-off and close objects by which laser beams modulated and emitted by the 
device are reflecting including a common objective for emitting the laser beams 
and for collecting rays (figure 1 ), a means for selecting rays of a cohesive cross 
sectional region (figure 8A-8C), a receiver for converting selected rays into a 
single electric signal (paragraph 86), wherein the means are formed in such a 
way that the at least one second section has at least the dimension of the first 
section (figure 8A-8C). However Shira does not show at least one multimode 
optical fiber is provided for the transmission of selected rays. 

Huttmann shows a similar device that shows at least one multimode 
optical fiber is provided for the transmission of selected rays (figure 7). It would 
have been obvious to modify Shira to includes the multimode optical fiber as 
taught by Huttmann because this is the use of a known technique to improve 
similar devices in the same way. 
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Referring to claim 10, Huttamnn shows the selection are in the form of an 
endpiece of a multimode optical fiber which endpiece has been squeezed 
together in an elongated manner. 

Claims 11, 16, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shira (20010050764) in view of Shira (20020044270). 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Shira shows a device for measuring the distance to 
far-off and close objects by which laser beams modulated and emitted by the 
device are reflecting including a common objective for emitting the laser beams 
and for collecting rays (figure 1 ), a means for selecting rays of a cohesive cross 
sectional region (figure 8A-8C), a receiver for converting selected rays into a 
single electric signal (paragraph 86), wherein the means are formed in such a 
way that the at least one second section has at least the dimension of the first 
section (figure 8A-8C). However Shira does not show the means for selection 
are in the form of a diaphragm. 

Shira ('270) shows the means for selection are in the form of a diaphragm. 
It would have been obvious to modify Shira with the diaphragm of Shira ('270) 
because this is a simple substitution of one known element for another to yield 
predictable results. 

Referring to claim 16, it would have been obvious to have the diaphragm 
be a slit diaphragm in the form of a crossed-slit diaphragm and in combination 
with an entry area of a multimode optical fiber because this is well known and 
adds no new or unexpected results. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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Claim 8 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to LUKE D. RATCLIFFE whose telephone 
number is (571 )272-31 1 0. The examiner can normally be reached on 1 0:00-5:00 
M-Sun. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thomas Tarcza can be reached on 571-272-6979. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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